
Questions to ask Name Significance

1. Who made important 
discoveries?

Dr John Snow 1854 He discovers that people in Broad Street who had 
died had drunk the same water.  He was first to make the 
link between dirty water and cholera.

2. What did the 
government do to help

Joseph 
Bazalgette
Public Health 
Act

The government appointed Joseph Bazalgette to design 
and build 1300 miles of sewers across London after the 
Great Stink.  It saved 1000s of lives. 1875 PUBLIC HEALTH 
ACT forced local councils to clean up towns.  All new 
houses had piped water and toilets links to sewers.  
Manchester built a 96 mile conduit to bring water from 
the Lake District to the city. 

3. What scientific 
discoveries were made?

Louis Pasteur’s 
germ theory

1860 Louis Pasteur discovers micro-organisms called 
germs that cause disease.  Scientists make the link 
between specific germs and cholera.

Glossary:

Chronology The arrangement of events in the order in 
which they happened.

Sanitation The process of keeping places free from 
dirt, disease and infection by removing 
rubbish and human waste (sewage). 

latrine Communal toilet, built by the Romans

cesspit A hole in the ground dug to dispose (get 
rid) of sewage, used in the Medieval era

privy A toilet found in a shed outside a house, 
used from the 1800s – the Industrial 
Revolution era

conduit A channel for transporting water, first used 
by the Romans

cholera A disease caused when drinking water is 
contaminated with human sewage. 

Typhoid A life threatening illness caught when food 
and water was contaminated with human 
sewage.

Epidemic A widespread occurrence of an infectious 
disease affecting a community at one time.

government A group of people with the authority to 
rule a country

Year 7 Autumn Term 1:      Why was England so smelly?      Sanitation over time 
Change over time – How to get clean water?

AD 43- AD 410
Conduits

AD 400-AD 1450
Wells

AD 1750- AD 1900
Water pumps 

AD 1500- AD 1800
Water sellers 

AD 1900- today
Taps

Change over time – How to dispose of sewage?

Latrines Cesspits PrivyCesspits and water   
closet

Flushing 
private  toilet

1. Gradual

2. Sudden

5. Fast and 
dramatic

4. Stop/start

Roman 
Britain

Medieval Early Modern Industrial 
Revolution

Modern

3. Steady



Year 7 Autumn Term 2:      The Norman Conquest  1066  Part 1 

AD 410-AD 865
Anglo-Saxons ruled

AD 865- AD 1042
Vikings ruled

Medieval

Useful website: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/topics/zshtyrd/
articles/z9mw8hv 

AD 1042-AD 1066
Anglo-Saxons ruled
King Edward the Confessor

AD 1066 – 1087
William Duke of Normandy 
becomes king

Why did William 
win the  Battle of 
Hastings 1066?

How did King Harold Godwinson really die – 1066?

Written in 1070 “Harold fell in 
the first shock of battle, pierced 
with lethal wounds”

Recorded in 1080 that 
William had “gouged 
out Harold’s eye with an 
arrow”

Bayeux Tapestry created 
in 1070s states “Here King 
Harold has been killed”

claimant Someone who thinks something 
like a job or title should be theirs

Inherit To receive money, land or 
property as an heir at the death 
of the previous holder

invasion A foreign country attacking 
another country with an army 
with the aim of taking control

Witan Anglo Saxon council including 
Earls, Bishops and Thegns. They 
advised the King.

Glossary:

Timeline:

Why was England 
attractive to invaders?

William’s 
leadership

Norman army 
and tactics

Anglo-Saxon 
weaknesses Norman 

good luck

1. More than one 
cause

Causes 
of 

events

3.Not all causes 
are equal

2. Causes and 
consequences can be linked

Written in 1125 “His brain was pierced with 
an arrow and he fell. One of the knights 
hacked as his thigh  as he lay on the ground”



4. Geographical 
(Landscape)

Year 7 Spring Term 1: How much did England change during the Norman Conquest 1066-1087  Part 2 

Medieval

Useful website:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhjdp3/articles/zhrysk7

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhjdp3/articles/zct4r2p?topicJourney=true
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhjdp3/articles/zkpm7yc?topicJourney=true

Land ownership and who was in charge changed

conquer To take control of a people or 
place by force.

conqueror A person who conquers a place 
or people.

Rebellion An act of armed resistance 
against the established 
government or leader.

Feudal 
System

The Norman hierarchy. Set up 
to remind people of their place 
in society. People were ranked 
according to their job and 
status. Each group owed loyalty 
to the group above. 

Glossary:

Timeline:

How much did England change?

2. Economic
(money)

3.Social 
(peoples lives)

1. Political 
(Power)

The Harrying of the North
King William taught rebels a 
lesson by putting down 
rebellions quickly and 
ruthlessly. During the 
Harrying of the North, crops 
were burnt and animals were 
slaughtered. The population 
was reduced by 75%. Whole 
villages disappeared.

Types of 
Change

5. Cultural 
(Language, 

art, 
literature, 
religion)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhjdp3/articles/zhrysk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhjdp3/articles/zct4r2p?topicJourney=true
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhjdp3/articles/zkpm7yc?topicJourney=true


3.Not all causes  and 
consequences are 

equal

2. Causes and 
consequences can be linked

4. Both can be sorted in to 
factors (categories) 

Political, economic, social, 
cultural, 

Year 7 Spring Term 2: Could a Medieval Monarch do what they wanted (1100-1400)? 

Medieval

Archbishop
of 

Canterbury

The most important bishop in 
England, and a very important 
position, especially in the Middle 
Ages.

Magna 
Carta

The Great Charter. A list of 65 
restrictions placed on the English 
monarch by the barons. It gave the 
barons more power, but didn’t do 
anything for the peasants of England. 
It was the first time that the power of 
Medieval monarchs had been 
restricted.

Great 
Council

A group of barons chosen to advise 
the King. After Magna Carta, the King 
had to call the Great Council if he 
wanted to raise taxes or make any 
other big decisions. This was the 
beginning of Parliament as we know 
it today.

Lords The barons and bishops who made 
up part of parliament.

Commons The knights and burgesses who were 
called to parliament for the first time 
by Simon De Montfort.

Parliament Controls the country and is made up 
of the King, the House of Lords and 
House of Commons

Glossary:Timeline: Key Events

1154 Henry II became King of 
England.

1162 Henry II make his best friend, 
Thomas Becket, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury.

1170 Archbishop Thomas Becket is 
murdered in Canterbury 
Cathedral by four knights

1215 King John is forced to sign the 
Magna Carta at Runnymede.

1258 Henry III was forced to sign the 
Provisions of Oxford.  This was 
like an extension of the Magna 
Carta.

1263 Barons rebel under Simon du 
Montfort.

1265 Meeting of the Great Council. 
The “Commons” are invited. 
The first Parliament.

1348
-49

The Black Death hits England.  
This epidemic killed about 30-
40% of the population.

1381 The Peasant’s Revolt. This is the 
first time those at the bottom 
of society challenge royal 
authority

1. More than one cause 
and consequence

Glossary:

Causes and 
consequences  

of events


